68                                       WOMAN

Beside her, on each hand of the pillars of the door, were
two handmaids, dowered with beauty from the Graces,
and the shining doors were shut.

"But the goddess, fleet as the breath of the wind,
swept toward the couch of the maiden, and stood above
her head."

In the semblance of Nausicaa's favorite girl friend and
comrade, the goddess addresses her:

" ' Nausicaa, how hath thy mother so heedless a maiden
to her daughter? Lo! thou hast shining raiment that lies
by thee uncared for, and thy marriage day is near at
hand, when thou thyself must needs go beautifully clad,
and have garments to give to them who shall lead thee to
the house of the bridegroom. And, behold, these are the
things whence a good report goes abroad among men,
wherein a father and lady mother take delight. But
come, let us arise and go a-washing with the breaking of
the day, and I will follow thee to be thy mate in the toil,
that without delay thou mayst get thee ready, since truly
thou art not long to be a maiden. Lo! already they are
wooing thee, the noblest youths of all the Phasacians,
among that people whence thou thyself dost draw thy
lineage. So come, beseech thy noble father betimes in
the morning to furnish thee with mules and a wain to
carry the men's raiment, and the robes, and the shining
coverlets. Yea, and for thyself it is seemlier far to go
thus than on foot, for the places where we must wash are
a great way from the town/ "

So spake the gray-eyed Athena, and departed to Olym-
pus, seat of the gods.

" Anon came the throned Dawn, and awakened Nau-
sicaa of the fair robes, who straightway marvelled on the
dream, and went through the halls to tell her parents,
her father dear and her mother. And she found them